Pro-Life Activist Harassed by DOJ

Pro-Life Activist Harassed by DOJ - In2009 a West Palm Beach police officer observed Mary Susan Pine offering pro-life literature to a couple driving into a South Florida abortion clinic.  Shortly afterward the U.S. Department of Justice filed suit against Mary Pine accusing her of violating the Freedom of Access to Clinics Entrances Act, FACE.  On January 13th U.S. District Court for South Florida dismissed the case and questioned why the Department of Justice even chose to persecute Ms. Pine. The abortion clinic never identified the alleged victims and they even destroyed their security video of the incident. 

On March 12th U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder appealed the decision. This move by the Department of Justice is clearly intent not on justice but on intimating pro-life activists.

U.S. District Judge Kenneth Ryskamp who dismissed the initial suit is quoted by Life Site News said that the Obama Administration's motive for continuing to pursue the case is to "intimidate and to silence pro-life Americans who would rather not have to defend themselves against their own government, the most powerful government on earth."  

The Judge is also quoted as saying, “The Court can only wonder whether this action was the product of a concerted effort between the Government and the PWC (the abortion clinic),which began well before the date of the incident at issue, to quell Ms. Pine’s activities rather than to vindicate the rights of those allegedly aggrieved by Ms. Pine’s conduct. If this is the case, the Court would be inclined to sanction the Government with, at a minimum, an adverse inference."
